
Potential Access Resource #5 
Name of Resource or Opportunity: Math Literacy Night 
In 2-3 single-spaced pages, provide the following information about this resource or 
opportunity. 
 
A. What is the contact information for this resource or opportunity? (e.g., 

personnel, phone, email, website, network leads, etc. 
 

I will collaborate with the other math teachers to make math literacy night. I will also 
work with the PTO to see if parent volunteers can contribute and help run the event as 
well. 
 
B. Why might this be a valuable opportunity to increase your students’ 

access? In other words, how does this opportunity open doors for students? 
Please add research (either from this course or outside) to support your 
claims.   
 

Literacy nights are common events to increase parental engagement and share reading 
strategies with families (McGahey 2005). A math literacy night can serve a similar 
function, teaching parents “new math” strategies, engaging families, and having math 
manipulatives to give away. We would both inform families about the math their children 
are learning, having them sit in on a sample mini-lesson, and have families do math 
games and activities with their children. 
 
Parental engagement and mindsets are crucial for the success of students (Usher and 
Kober, 2012, p.5). Parents frequently believe that since math is not as useful as the 
math they had growing up, and parents are frequently confused when helping their 
children with their homework because math techniques have changed. Increasing 
contact between math teachers and parents will encourage parents to be open-minded 
about new math techniques. Student success is linked with parental engagement, so 
our scholars will ultimately be the ones who benefit when parents are engaged. 
 
In addition to math activities and giving away manipulatives, we can also increase 
students’ exposure to STEM careers. Students are frequently unaware about what 
careers are available or what the real-world applications of mathematics are (Conley 
and McGaughy, 2012), so in addition to math games, we can expose students to math 
career pathways. There can be an informational station where students can see what 
careers use specific skills they learn in class, such as proportional relationships being 
used by stock brokers. If resources allow, we can also seek out volunteers from the 
community to have a question and answer session where they discuss the applications 
of mathematics in their day to day work. 
 
C. What specific strategies will you use to bring this resource to your students? 

(e.g., Have the principal make the initial phone call, visit the store manager 
personally, have students write invites to the author, partner with a school 
parent, search your TFA/TNTP/other networks for needed connections).   



 
I will be partnering with the PTO to get more parent volunteers to help run math literacy 
night. I will also work with the rest of the math department to ensure that the event is 
being promoted to all of our students across the building. I will also see if I can give 
extra PBIS points to students who bring their families to math literacy night. 
 
D. What are your intended outcomes for this activity? How will you know they 

have been achieved? How will your classroom goals and vision for your 
students be served? 
 

I intend for the even to have high turnout and for parents to feel like they are equipped 
with new strategies to help their children. I will have a brief survey at the end that 
parents will fill out to get their raffle ticket for our giveaways that asks them if they 
gained new math knowledge and strategies to help their scholar. My students will be 
better equipped to achieve 80% mastery if they have more support at home to 
understand and complete their assignments. 
 
E. Are there possible roadblocks or considerations that are evident already? 

 
Parent engagement is traditionally low at most events, so I will need to market the even 
heavily to families. Additionally, the entire math team will need to be on board, including 
SPED teachers, to maximize turnout and reach the most students. 
  
F. How does this opportunity connect with Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) (or your state’s standards if you are in a state that has not adopted 
CCSS)?  
 

All three grade levels will need to be represented, so teachers will be sure to pick out 
CCSS standards from all grades to have in the math games at the event. Probability 
standards in particular are very easy to integrate with games, as most non-explicitly 
math games use them anyways. 
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