
Potential Access Resource #2 
Name of Resource or Opportunity: Living Classrooms Field Trip 
In 2-3 single-spaced pages, provide the following information about this resource or 
opportunity. 
 
A. What is the contact information for this resource or opportunity? (e.g., 

personnel, phone, email, website, network leads, etc. 
 

Website: https://www.livingclassrooms.org/ourp_park_outreach.php 
Phone number: 202-488-0627 
 
B. Why might this be a valuable opportunity to increase your students’ 

access? In other words, how does this opportunity open doors for students? 
Please add research (either from this course or outside) to support your 
claims.   
 

This activity again allows students to see the real-world applications of their classroom 
knowledge. Furthermore, there are great benefits to being exposed to nature 
(Weinstein, 2010) that our students often lack (US Department of Agriculture, 2018, p. 
17). Children from low income households are more likely to have a variety of mental 
health problems (American Psychological Association), and could benefit the most from 
increased access to nature and outdoor activities. This field trip would allow for students 
to visit Kingdom Island along the Anacostia River, an outdoor nature preserve in their 
own backyard. Students will know of a safe, outdoor environment they can access for 
recreation on their own free time even after the field trip is over. 
 
Furthermore, like the virtual field trip, the living classrooms field trip will expose students 
to new careers and new applications of math and science. The living classrooms field 
trip will expose them to the careers of park ranger, surveyor, and environmental 
scientist. It is especially important for underrepresented students in STEM to have high-
quality, in-depth exposure to STEM (Wright, Freeman, and Peat , 2016). Living 
classrooms provides this high-quality, in-depth exposure by having students apply their 
knowledge outside of the classroom. Students learn the science of the ecosystem, the 
math of population studies, and an appreciation of nature in one field trip.  
 
Students will also learn about problems immediately facing their communities, such as 
pollution in the Anacostia river. Culturally responsive teaching such as this is vital to the 
success of underrepresented minorities in STEM (Wright, Freeman, and Peat , 2016). 
Students will gain the knowledge and learn the tools to do something about the pollution 
in their own communities, empowering them to effect change in their own backyards. 
Learning about these issues in a hands-on way makes it more real for students, 
increasing the impact of the lesson. 
 
C. What specific strategies will you use to bring this resource to your students? 

(e.g., Have the principal make the initial phone call, visit the store manager 



personally, have students write invites to the author, partner with a school 
parent, search your TFA/TNTP/other networks for needed connections).   
 

I will partner with the science teacher to create a cross-curricular field trip. The 
connection between math and science is often lost to students, so a field trip that clearly 
connects the two will help solidify the connection in students’ minds. 
 
D. What are your intended outcomes for this activity? How will you know they 

have been achieved? How will your classroom goals and vision for your 
students be served? 

 
Students will apply their knowledge of statistics in order to survey the impact of pollution 
in the Anacostia River. This will help contribute the goal of 80% mastery for all common 
core standards. Additionally, students will be empowered with the tools to create 
change in their community about issues that effect them, such as pollution. This 
contributes to the larger goal of giving students the tools to be active citizens of their 
local community. 
 
E. Are there possible roadblocks or considerations that are evident already? 
 
I will need to contact Living Classrooms soon to make sure they have enough funding 
this year to take on our school as a new partner. I will also need to see how well the 
field trip aligns with the 6th grade science curriculum to partner with the science teacher. 
  
F. How does this opportunity connect with Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) (or your state’s standards if you are in a state that has not adopted 
CCSS)?  

 
Standard 6.SP.B.5 deals with analyzing data to draw inferences about a population. 
Students will survey pollution along parts of the Anacostia River to draw inferences 
about the river as a whole. This hands on activity will solidify their knowledge of the 
standard and increase mastery. 
  



References 
 
Adams, C. J. (2013). Internships help students prepare for workplace: Job shadowing 
also a tactic schools use for career readiness. Education Week, 32(19), 8. 
 
American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Education and socioeconomic status. 
Retrieved http://www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/publications/education.aspx 
 
Arena Stage Education. (n.d.). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from 
https://www.arenastage.org/education/school-programs/#ticketpartnership 
 
Bureau of Labor and Statistics. (2018, April 13). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/computer-and-information-systems-
managers.htm 
 
Bronx Prep Performing Arts Academy. (2013, January 22). Bronx Prep Performing Arts 
Academy documentary [Video file]. Retrieved from https://youtu.be/ixCgpSfBT1E 
 
Code.org. (n.d.). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from https://code.org/ 
 
Common Core Standards. (n.d.). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from 
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/7/introduction/ 
 
Conley, D. T., & McGaughy, C. (2012). College and career readiness: Same or different? 
Educational Leadership, 69(7), 28–34. 
 
Consortium for School Networking. (2016). Digital equity: Supporting students & families 
in out-of-school learning. Retrieved from https://cosn.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CoSN-
EQUITY-toolkit-10FEBvr_0.pdf 
 
Dimaggio, P. (1982). Cultural Capital and School Success: The Impact of Status Culture 
Participation on the Grades of U.S. High School Students. American Sociological Review, 
47(2), 189. doi:10.2307/2094962 
 
Discovery Education virtual field trips. (2018). Retrieved from 
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/Events/virtual-field-trips/explore/ 
 
Ferguson, R. F. (2008). Helping students of color meet high standards. In M. Pollock 
(Ed.), Everyday antiracism: Getting real about race in school (pp. 78–81). New York, NY: 
The New Press. 
 
Flanagan, L. (2017). What's lost when only rich kids play sports. The Atlantic. Retrieved 
from https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/09/whats-lost-when-only-rich-
kids-play-sports/541317/ 
 



Freeman, A., Adams Becker, S., Cummins, M., Davis, A., and Hall Giesinger, C. (2017). 
NMC/CoSN Horizon Report: 2017 K–12 Edition. Austin, Texas: The New Media 
Consortium. 
 
Greene, J. P., Erickson, H. H., Watson, A. R., & Beck, M. I. (2018). The play’s the thing: 
Experimentally examining the social and cognitive benefits of school field trips to live 
theater performances. Educational Researcher, 49, 246–254. 
https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X18761034 
 

Howard University. (n.d.). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from 
https://www2.howard.edu/contact/visit 
 
i9 Sports Association Charity. (2015). Retrieved from http://www.i9sa.org/ 
 
Living Classrooms Foundation. (n.d.). Retrieved September 16, 2018, from 
https://www.livingclassrooms.org/ 
 
McGahey, M. (2005). Hosting a family literacy night at your school. Teacher Librarian, 
32(5), 28-30. Retrieved from 
https://search.proquest.com/docview/224873199?accountid=11752 
 
Scholastic. (n.d.). Virtual field trips. Retrieved from 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/virtual-field-trips/ 
 
TED Talks Director. (2016, November 28). Kandice Sumner: How America's public 
schools keep kids in poverty [Video file]. Retrieved from https://youtu.be/7O7BMa9XGXE 
 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. 2018. Urban nature for human health and 
well-being: a research summary for communicating the health benefits of urban trees and 
green space. FS-1096. Washington, DC. 24 p. 
 
Usher, A. & Kober, N. (2012). Student motivation – an overlooked piece of school reform. 
Retrieved from: www.cep-dc.org. 
 
Weinstein, N., & Ryan, R. M. (2010). Vitalizing effects of being outdoors and in nature. 
Journal of Environmental Psychology, 30(2), 159-168. doi:10.1016/j.jenvp.2009.10.009 
 
Worthen, M., & Patrick, S. (2014, October). Course access: Equitable opportunities for 
college and career ready students(Rep.). Retrieved 
https://www.inacol.org/resource/course-access-equitable-opportunities-for-college-and-
career-ready-students/ 
 
Wright, B. L., Counsell, S. L., Goings, R. B., Freeman H., & Peat, F. (2016). Creating 
access and opportunity: Preparing African-American male students for STEM trajectories 
PreK-12. Journal for Multicultural Education, 10, 384–404. https://doi.org/10.1108/JME-
01-2016-0003 



 
 


	Potential Access Resource #2
	References

